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DEDICATED TO THE PROMOTION OF TOWNS COUNTY

OPINIONS & COMMENTARY

Wm. Ronald Gibson, LTC, USA, (Ret)

Our Georgia Mountains : -
have produced fine, outstand- The ;’_, -
ing leaders. Amongst those is | Veterans’ |
Ron, from age 14 yearning to | Corner i
become a teacher. Age 26, well Seott ” z
on the way to a Masters Degree, D / o
already completing three years ;

USCG Veteran
as a classroom teacher, a 1968

draft notice interrupted this

mild-mannered and humble man’s plans. Becoming qualified
on every individual weapon in the Army’s inventory, a sharp-
shooter, with a stopover in Panama en route to Vietnam added
a “Jungle Warfare Expert” tab. Ron and those who served were
abandoned by the same establishment who created that war.

With assignments in Georgia, New Jersey, Virginia,
Pennsylvania, Panama, Vietnam, Maryland, Indiana, Germa-
ny, Kansas, and retirement (not really) in 1992. Ron met his
wonderful and beautiful wife: “We met in an unusual way at
Ft. Meade, MD. Carol, an intern in the Post Information Of-
fice, came to interview me after I was selected as “Outstand-
ing Lieutenant of 1970.” Opposites in some ways we shared
many common values and married two years later (remaining
together for almost 44 years). Despite hardships we survived
and prospered. Our children, born in Germany, learned to make
friends in new places and our son benefited from the uncom-
mon experience of three years in a German school.”

“However, the strongest, longest-lasting memory oc-
curred 9 years after retirement. I was working for Northern
Virginia Community College, en route to our office in the Pen-
tagon. Backing out of the driveway, I saw in the rear-view mir-
ror a stain on my shirt. The delay of changing caused me to be
on the road instead of in the Pentagon when a hijacked terror-
ist airplane crashed into the building killing over 100 people
(some of whom were co-workers or acquaintances), 11 Sep-
tember 2001. Anxiety worsened, knowing that Carol and our
daughter were across the Potomac River in DC, the flight path
of another plane on its way to attack the White House. Almost
four hours later we had escaped the carnage and traffic, learn-
ing that none of us were harmed. However, that was the most
memorable and terrible day of my life.”

“We eventually chose to return to my roots in Towns and
Union County. We built our dream house on land that has been
in my family for at least five generations. Today I walk a wood-
ed path that Grandpa and I used when I was a little boy bring-
ing the cows home for milking. In the Army I was privileged
to visit many of the great cities of the world (London, Dublin,
Edinburgh, Paris, Rome, Vienna, Berlin and others) that being
a wonderful, educational experience. I am living happily in a
smaller world where I grew up. My parents and almost all of
the people who molded my early life are gone today; some of
their spirit lives on here. I am deeply disturbed that some new
arrivals are willing to tear down the mountains that have been
a source of our strength and inspiration for nearly 200 years.
During my remaining days I will do all possible to stop that
trend.”

Semper Paratus

Letters to The Editor

Letter to the Editor:

While the breath-taking views atop Bell Mountain are
unarguably some of the finest in the state of Georgia, let alone
Towns County (keeping in mind that TC is also home to Brass-
town Bald), I feel our county’s administrators have lost track
of the importance of what may be the right way or the wrong
way to ‘preserve this view’.

My family moved to Bell Mountain over ten years ago.
We chose to live off upper Shake Rag Road because of the
view - because of the quiet, semi isolated neighborhood on
a 10-foot-wide, dead end county lane and, lastly, because we
enjoyed our ‘nature hikes’ up to the Bell. All of this was taken
from us, seemingly overnight, this year.

I think it’s important for your readers to know that not
one of the homeowners living along upper Shake Rag Road
were ever given any notice of this destructive project.

No one from the Commissioner’s Office knocked on our
doors asking us if we wouldn’t mind a County Park Entrance
and Exit at the end of our peacefully quiet road. No Planning
Committee sent notices out letting us know that they had plans
of widening our road and paving an asphalt road to the top of
Bell (such a travesty). No one thought it was important enough
to let the property owners know that their life on Bell Moun-
tain, as they once knew it, was about to change — forever.

Please keep in mind that before the new county park en-
trance/exit was opened to the public at the dead end of Shake
Rag Road - the only vehicles traveling up and down this road

Truth and Technology
There were some sto-
: The

ries my father refused to tell
until he was very old. “Too
many of the people involved
are still alive,” he said. Before
the internet, back in the dark
ages before the world became
digitized, secrets were easier
to keep. When events happened that suggested intrigue, a stu-
dent of history might quip, “Perhaps we’ll know the truth in
50 years.”

Because of technology, truth can be revealed much faster
today. Every member of a technologically adept society carries
in the palm of their hand the ability to communicate with every
other member in real time, along with access to the world’s
storehouse of information and more computing power than the
first moon landing.

To counter the spread of technology among the masses,
those who would keep secrets have been forced to adopt more
sophisticated methods. Encrypted communication is much
more advanced than it was even 5 years ago, and much less ad-
vanced than it will be next year. Even so, it barely stays ahead
of those who are determined and resourceful enough to ferret
out the secrets of government and business.

Deceiving, and managing large numbers of people is
much easier when you control the sources of news and enter-
tainment that most people access on a regular basis. Most of do
not have the time or the inclination to ferret out the truth. We
are lazy; we are weary. We are not educated to think critically,
so we turn naturally to those sources that do the work for us —
sources which we grew up thinking we could trust. We cannot
overemphasize the significance to our understanding of truth
of the fact that 6 corporations control 90 percent of media.

Deceiving and managing large numbers of people also
requires a well researched understanding of human psychol-
ogy. Our brains naturally divide into patterns of thinking that
fit very well into the left and right, liberal and conservative
paradigms that are acted out in a recurring cycle that peaks ev-
ery four years. It is well understood that, given the vast amount
of information available to us (some of it factual), we will seek
out the information that agrees with what we already believe.

If information and perception are managed properly,
secrets can hide in plain sight. Even our growing mistrust of
media can be used to advantage. If we read about Trump’s
shady business deals, we can discount that information as an
invention of corporate media intent on putting another estab-
lishment candidate in the White House. Clinton’s long history
of controversy and corruption is surely the result of a vast right
wing conspiracy. Poor Hillary is only despised because she is
a woman.

Has there ever been an election, at least in living memory,
where the majority of voters of both main parties were required
to suspend logical thought to such an extreme degree in order to
vote for their candidate? Do you remember an election in which
fear of the other candidate was the biggest motivation? Clin-

Middle Path
By: Don Perry

Acorn Toxicity
Many small wildlife spe-

cies depend on the numerous @H&i{o\n
acorns that fall in late summer
and autumn to sustain them | Fromthe
through the winter. However, | Ground Up
to most animals, acorns can be Welisoa
highly toxic and cause a dan- Wtz

gerous illness known as “Quer-
cus poisoning.”

The term “quercus” is derived from part of the scientific
names for many species of oak trees. Numerous oak trees are
native to our area and many of them produce huge crops of
acorns that we can see starting to drop all around the county.
Quercus poisoning occurs when an animal ingests too many
acorns in the fall or too many oak buds in the spring. Many do-
mestic pets such as dogs are susceptible to this, but most cases
are seen in cattle and sheep. In times of drought or large grass
pest infestations, such as this past summer, cattle will take to
eating other plant material since there is not enough healthy
grass to satisfy them. Since those juicy green acorns are falling
all around or hanging onto the tips of branches right now, they
are a tempting treat to a cow that does not have access to the
fresh grass it wants.

If a cow has ingested too many acorns, symptoms usu-
ally take a few days to appear. The animal may have nasal dis-
charge, rapid weight loss, loss of appetite or diarrhea. Acorns
also produce toxins that can cause extensive kidney damage,
S0 it is important to be on the lookout for these symptoms be-
fore the disease advances. Once quercus poisoning extends to
the kidneys, the damage is irreversible.

The best way to fight this disease is to make sure it does
not happen in the first place. Though fencing may be expen-
sive, in the long run, it is better to keep animals separated from
mature oak trees that produce many acorns. It will be worth it
to avoid costly vet bills. Some dairy producers have found that
a ration containing ten per cent calcium hydroxide can prevent
toxicity, but with beef cattle this is not feasible because there is
no guarantee they are eating what they need to of the ration.

Calves and yearlings are the most susceptible cattle to
quercus toxicity because the smaller the body size, the fewer
acorns need to be ingested to induce illness. The larger the ani-
mal, the more acorns need to be ingested to induce symptoms.
The green acorns we currently see falling are often the most
toxic, because the chemicals within them tend to break down
and be less concentrated as the nuts mature.

In order to make sure that your cattle are not tempted
by these tasty yet toxic treats, try to block off sections of pas-
ture with a lot of acorns for the next few months until they’ve
had time to decay. Also, try to remove what acorns you can by
shoveling or raking at least weekly.

Finally, always make sure your cattle have adequate hay
and supplements if your pasture does not have a healthy stand
of fresh green grass for them to graze. This will greatly reduce
the urge to eat things that they are not supposed to and prevent
a costly visit from the vet!

ton will destroy the family and
lead the country to war. Trump
will unleash racial hatred and
concentration camps and lead
the country to war.

There may be other
forces at work. Those of us
who observe the workings of
that unelected power which
survives from one election to
the next tend to think of the
“deep state” as some kind of
monolithic cadre of conspira-
tors. This is a very simplistic
idea of how power functions
in the world, though the un-
precedented cooperation be-
tween media and Wall Street
to elect Clinton suggests that
level of collusion.

The truth may contain
more hope than we realize.
There appears to be disagree-
ment among those who wield
power. The abject failure of
neoconservative philosophy
is threatening the stability of

"Excuse me. How do I vote against everybody?”

our nation as it has threatened the stability of the entire world.
America does not control Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and Syria
— places where a generation of blood and treasure has been
wasted. We have all but lost the Philippines to Chinese influ-
ence. China has been delivering investment and soft diplomacy
around the world while we threaten with military intervention.
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